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Grade :  VI I  

Chapter 17. Forest Our Lifeline 

 

Basic concepts – A Flow Chart 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Stands for miniature circuit 

breakers . 

 These are switches which 

automatically turn off when 

current in a circuit exceeds the 

safe limit  

FOREST  

Conservation of 

Forests    

Independence of plants 

and animals in forests     

Needs for Conservation 

of Forests  

Food Chain    

Importance  

of Forests   

 Provide timber. 

 Purify air . 

 Provide shelter. 

 Prevent soil erosion.  

 Control floods  

 Noise absorbers.  

Food Web     

 Plants and animals depend on 

each other to remain alive.  

 All organisms interact with each 

other and their physical 

environment  to derive energy and 

survive. 

 

 

 Amount of carbon dioxide in air 

will increase, resulting in the 

increase of earth’s temperature. 

 Animals will not get food and 

shelter. 

 Soil will not hold water, which 

will cause floods.  

 Endanger to lives and 

environment.  

 

 Do not allow 

overgrazing. 

 Promote afforestation. 

 Protect wildlife.  

 Control forest fires. 

 

 

 

Large area of land thickly covered                 

with trees, bushes, etc. 

 Interdependence between producers and 

consumers studied in form of various 

linkages that appear as a chain.  

 Grass         Rabbit          

(Producer)              (Primary Consumer)  

 (Fox                         Lion   

(Secondary               (Tertiary Consumer) 

consumer ) 

 

A system of interdependent food chains 

used to represent various relationships of 

organisms.  
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 Canopy   :  Br anches of  t he t all t r ees look like a r oot  is known as canopy. 

 Decomposers  :  Micr o – or ganisms which conver t  dead plant s and animals t o t o humus ar e  

              called decomposer s.  

 Def orest at ion  :  Cut t ing of  t he plant s.  

 Humus  :  Decaying biological mat t er  of  t he soil is known as humus. 

 Soil erosion :  Deplet ion of  upper  layer  of  soil. 

 

           (1 Mark each) 

 

 

1. Which one is not  a wild animal ? 

 a. Boar    b. J ackal   c. Bison   d. Goat   

2. Decomposes conver t  t he dead plant  and animal t issue int o.  

 a. Clay   b. inor ganic debr is  c. Humus   d. Soil 

3. What  is t he r ole of  f or est s?  

 a. Pr ovide f ood, shelt er , medicines   b. Pr event  soil er osion  

 c. Pr event  f ood     d. All of  t hese  

4. A ser ies of  eat ing and being eat en is called?  

 a. Food chain   b. Food web   c. Food ser ies  d .Food hub  

5. Which one is an animal pr oduct ?  

 a. Humus   b. Clay   c. Gum   d. Honey  

6. Which of  t he f ollowing ser ve as gr een lungs?  

 a. Gr een pigment  of  t he plant s   b. For est s    

 c. Kit chen gar dens     d. Gr een house gases  

7. Booj ho visit ed a f or est  near  his own wit h his classmat es and his t eacher . As t hey wer e  

ent er ing t he f or est , t heir  class t eacher  t old t hem not  t o make nnoise in t he f or est  as noise  

could dist ur b t he:  

 a. bir ds  b. animals   c. bot h bir ds and animals  d .Plant s  

8. Which among t he f ollowing f or est  animals is t he smallest ?  

 a. Fox    b. Boar    c. Bison  d. por cupine  

Know t he Terms 

Object ive Type Quest ions 

I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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9. Which of  t he f ollowing has t he st r ongest  st em?  

 a. A t r ee   b. A cr eeper    c. A climber    d. A bush 

10. Which of  eh f ollowing is not  pr epar ed f r om t he wood obt ained f r om f or est ?  

 a. Paper   b. Ther mocol  c. Mat chst icks  d. plywood  

11. Which of  t he f ollowing is not  t he name of  t r ee?  

 a. Teak   b. Sal   c. Por cupine   d. kachnar  

12. Pick t he opt ion which gives t he names of  a t r ee and an animal, r espect ively f or m t he  

f ollowing:  

 a. Semal, hor nbill b. Sal, Khair   c. Chinkar a, blue bull d. neem, palash 

13. Which of  t he pr oduct s is  not  obt ained f or m a f or est ?  

 a. Honey   b. Cat echu   c. Gum   d. Ginger  

14. The br anch par t  of  a t r ee above t he st em is known as:  

 a. Cr own   b. Canopy   c. Sampling  d. Ginger   

15. For est s ar e not  r esponsible f or :  

 a. Pr oviding medicinal plant s  b. Maint aining t he f low of  wat er  int o t he st r eams  

 c. Cr eat ing f lood condit ions   d. Absor bing r ainwat er  and maint aining wat er  t able.  

1. d 2. c 3. d  4. a  5. d  6. b 7.c  8. d  

9. a  10. b 11. c  12. a  13. d  14. a  15. c  

 

 

 

1.Which one of  t he f ollowing is not  a wild animal? 

 a) Boar   b) J ackal  c) Bison  d) Goat  

2.Decomposer s conver t  t he dead plant  and animal t issue int o: 

 a) clay   b) I nor ganic debr is c) Humus  d) soil 

3. What  is t he r ole of  f or est s? 

 a) pr ovide f ood, shelt er , wat er  and medicines  

 b)Pr event  soil er osion  

 c) Pr event  f loods  

 d) All of  t hese 

4. The ser ies of  eat ing and being  eat en is called 

 a) Food chain  b) Food web   c) Food ser ies d) Food hub 

I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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1. d 2. c  3. d  4. a  

 

 

 

 1. The inset s, but t er f lies and bir ds help f lower ing plant s in _______.  

2. A f or est  is a pur if ier  of  ______ and _____.  

3. Her bs f or m t he  ______ layer  in t he f or est .  

4. The decaying leaves and animal dr oppings in t he f or est  enr ich t he ______.  

5. The dar k colour ed subst ance on f or est  f loor  is ______.  

1. Pollinat ion  2. Wat er , air   3. Lowest   4. Soil 5. Humus  

 

 

 

1. Complet e t he f ollowing wit h a suit able wor d/ wor ds: 

 i) For est s pr ot ect  t he ...........................f r om er osion 

 ii) Plant s r elease...................t hr ough t he pr ocess of  phot osynt hesis 

 iii) ..............helps f or est s t o gr ow and r egener at e. 

 iv) The f or est s keep on ...............and ..........and can.......................... 

 v) Dif f er ent  layer s of  veget at ion pr ovide ................and ................f or  animals. 

i)Soil ii) Oxygen iii)Soil iv) gr owing, changing, r egener at e v) f ood, shelt er  

 

 

 

 

I .  Column A Column B 

a. canopy  i. cut t ing of  f or est s  

b. Cr own  ii. wild animal  

c. Micr o- or ganism iii. Habit at  of  wild animals  

d. Under st or eys  iv. por t ion of  t r ee  

e. For est s  v. Por t ion of  t r ee above main st em  

f .  sealing wax  vi. Plant s gr owing under  t all t r ees  

I .  Fill in the blanks 

I I .  Fill in the blanks 

I .  Mat ch the f ollowing.  
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g. Boar  vii. Roof  f or med by t r ee over  ot her  plant s  

h. Def or est at ion viii. Decomposer s  

 

a. vii b. v  c. viii d. vi e. iv f . iii g. ii h. i 

 

I .  Column A Column B 

a. Decomposer s  i. dead plant  and animal t issues  

b. Canopy ii. habit at s f or  wildlif e  

c. Pr ocupine iii. Micr o – or ganisms 

d. Humus  iv. Wild animal 

e. f or est  v. br anches of  t all t r ees  

 

a. iii. b. v c. iv d. i e. ii 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

i) Humus a) Depend on plant s f or  f ood 

ii) For est s b) Br anchy par t  of  t he t r ee 

iii) Her bivor es c) Helps f or est s t o gr ow 

iv) Cr own d) Dar k colour ed mat t er  

v) Soil e) Pr ot ect  soil f r om er osion. 

 

i. d ii. e iii. a iv. b v. c 

 

 

 

 

 

I I .  Mat ch the f ollowing.  
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Column A  Column B 

a.  Decomposers  i.  Dead plant  and animal t issues  

b.  Canopy ii .  Habitat s f or wild lif e  

c.  Porcupine iii.  Micro-  organisms 

d.  Humus  iv.  wild animal 

e.  Forest  v.  Branches of  t all t rees  

 

a. iii b. v c. iv d. i e. ii  

 

 

 

 

a. For est s inf luence climat e, wat er  cycle and air  qualit y.  

b. in a f or est , t r ees f or m t he upper most  layer , f ollowed by her bs. The shr ubs f or m t he lowest   

layer , f ollowed by her bs. The shr ubs f or m t he lowest  layer  of  veget at ion.  

c. The f or est  keeps on gr owing and changing and can r egener at e.  

d. For est s pr ot ect  t he soil f r om er osion.  

a. Tr ue  b. False (t he sequence is t r ees,  shr ubs and lowest  one her bs)  c. Tr ue d. Tr ue  

 

 

 

1. Wr it e t r ue or  f alse against  t he f ollowing  st at ement s 

 i) For est s r elease oxygen  

 ii) Plant s can pr epar e t heir  own f ood   

 iii) plant s ar e Sapr ot r ophs.  

 iv) The r oot s of  t r ees ar e called cr own of  t r ee. 

 v) For est s ar e dynamic living ent it y. 

i) Tr ue ii) Tr ue iii) False iv) False v) Tr ue 

 

 

I .  True or False 

I I .  True or False 

I I I .  True or False 
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1. Name t he biot ic communit y dominat ed by t r ees and spr ead over  a lar ge ar ea. 

2. Ar e f or est s r enewable of  non-r enewable nat ur al r esour ces? 

3. What  is over hanging cover ing like a r oof  over  ot her  plant s in t he f or est  called? 

4. Name t wo animals which live in deeper  ar eas of  t he f or est . 

5. What  is cr own of  a t r ee? 

6. What  is dar k colour ed or ganic subst ance called which is f or med by t he decaying of  plant s and  

    animals? 

7. Wr it e any t wo usef ul pr oduct s obt ained f r om f or est s. 

8. Wr it e t he r ole of  humus in t he soil 

9. Wr it e t he name of  t he chain of  or ganisms of  eat ing and being eat en. 

10. I n which class of  f ood pat t er n does man belong? 

1. For est  2.Renewable 3.Canopy 

4.i)Bison                  

ii) Elephant s 

5.The br anchy par t  of  a t r ee  

above t he st em is called cr own  

6.Humus 

7. Gum and honey 8. I t  is used t o incr ease f er t ilit y of  soil 9. Food chain 

10.Omnivor es   

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Observe various things in your home and make a list  of  those which are made f rom  

   mat erial which may have been obt ained f rom t he f orest .   

 Door s and window f r ames, t able , chair , bed, paper , mat ch st ick, gum, spices et c.  

2.  Would we see similar kind of  t rees in every f orest ?  

 No, Because of  var ying climat ic condit ions t her e ar e var iat ions in t he t ypes of  t r ees and 

ot her  plant s. The t ype of  animals also var y f r om f or est  t o f or est .  

3.  I n which layer of  the soil would you f ind humus?  What  is it s import ance t he soil?  

 Humus is f ound in t he t op layer  of  soil, t he pr esence of  humus ensur es t hat  t he nut r ient  

of  t he dead plant s and animals pass int o t he soil. Fr om t her e, t hese nut r ient s ar e again 

absor bed by t he r oot s of  t he living plant s.  

NCERT Corner  

I .  I nt ext  Quest ions.   

Quiz Time 
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4.  What  happens if  an animal dies in t he f orest s?  

 The dead animals ar e f ood f or  vult ur es, cr ows, j ackals and insect s.  

5.  I f  t here were f ewer t rees,  How will be wat er cycle be af f ect ed?  

 Ther e will be less evapor at ion f r om plant s and consequent ly less wat er  vapour  in t he air . 

t his will lead t o less clouds and higher  t emper at ur e. So t her e will not  be much r ain. 

6.  What  would happen if  it  rain heavily in your t own?  

 Ther e will be wat er  logging or  even f lood. Ever yt hing will be wat er  logged. No f ood, no 

wat er  no r oom t o sleep. no t r af f ic.  

7.  What  would happen if  f orest s disappear?  

 i. I f  f or est s disappear , t he quant it y of  car bon dioxide in air  will r ise, leading t o t he 

incr eases in ear t h’ s t emper at ur e.  

 ii. I n t he absence of  t r ees and plant s ,t he animals will lack f ood and shelt er .  

 iii. I n t he absence of  t r ees, t he soil will not  hold wat er , t his will cause f loods.  

 iv. Def or est at ion is a menace t o our  lif e and envir onment .  

 

 

 

1.  Explain how animals dwelling in the f orest  help it  grow and regenerat e.  

 Animals help in disper sing seeds of  cer t ain plant s. The decaying animal dung also supplies 

nut r ient s t o t he seedling t o gr ow. This is how animals help t he f or est  t o gr ow and r egener at e. 

2.  Explain how f orest s prevent  f oods.  

 I f  t r ees ar e not  pr esent , r ain will hit  t he gr ound dir ect ly and may f lood t he ar ea ar ound 

it . Heavy r ain may also damage t he soil. Root s of  t r ees and gr asses nor mally bind t he soil 

t oget her  but  in t heir  absence, t he soil will be washed away or  er oded. The washed soil will get  

deposit ed in r iver  and t hus r educe wat er  car r ying capacit y of  r iver s .t his is one of  t he maj or  

causes of  f lood.  

3.  What  are decomposers? Name any of  t hem.  What  do they do in t he f orest ?  

 The micr o-or ganisms which conver t  t he dead plant s and animals t o humus ar enamed 

decomposer s. Bact er ia, mushr oom et c. ar e decomposer s. They decompose dead or ganisms and 

supply nut r ient  t o t r ees. 

 

 

I .  Text book Quest ions 
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4.  Explain t he role of  f orest  in maintaining the balance bet ween oxygen and carbon dioxide  

in t he at mosphere.   

 Plant s dischar ge oxygen t hr ough t he pr ocess of  phot osynt hesis. The plant s aid t he 

supply of  oxygen f or  animal r espir at ion. They also maint ain t he balance of  Oxygen and car bon 

and car bon dioxide in t he at mospher e.  

 

5.  Explain why t here is no waste in f orest .   

 The decomposer s decompose t he dead or ganisms t he decomposed mat t er  get s absor bed 

by plant s as nut r ient s. So, t her e is no wast e in f or est s.  

6.  List  f ive product s we get  f rom f orest .   

 i. wood, ii. medicine, iii. Spice, iv. Fodder , v. honey  

7.  Fill in the blanks:  

a. The insect s, but t er f lies, honeybees and bir ds help f lower ing plant s in _____ 

b. A f or est  is a pur if ier  of   ______ and _____.  

c. Her bs f or m t he ______ layer  in t he f or est .  

d. The decaying leaves and animals dr opping in a f or est  enr ich t he _____.  

a.  Pollinat ion b.  Water,  air c.  Ground d.  Humus 

8.  Why should be worry about  t he condit ions and issues relat ed t o f orest s f ar f rom us?  

 For est s ar e ver y usef ul t o us. They clean air , play a maj or  r ole in wat er  cycle. Supply 

var ious it ems and so on so, we should wor r y about  t he condit ions and issues r elat ed t o f or est s 

f ar  f r om us. 

9.  Explain why t here is a need of  variet y of  animal and plant  in a f orest .  

 Ver it y of  animals is essent ial f or  t heir  sur vival and maint enance of  f ood chain. For  

example, gr ass is eat en by insect s which in t ur n ar e eat en by t he f r og. The f r og is eat en by 

snakes which in t ur n ar e eat en by eagles. Thus it  f or ms a f ood chain.  

 Gr ass insect s f r og  snake  eagle 
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Many f ood chains can be f ound in t he f or est . All f ood chains ar e int er -connect s ot her  f ood 

chains. No par t  of  t he f or est  is independent  of  t he ot her  par t s. I f  we t ake of f  one component  

of  t he ot her  par t s .of  t he f or est  is independent  of  t he ot her  par t s. I f  we t ake of f  one 

component , all ot her  component s would be t hr own out .  

10.  I n Fig. ,  the art ist  has f orgot t en  t o put  t he labels and direct ions on t he arrow.  Mark  

t he direct ions on the arrows and label the diagram using t he f ollowing labels. :  clouds,   

rain,  at mosphere,  carbon dioxide,  oxygen,  plant s,  animals , soil,  root s wat er t able.   

 

11.  Which of  t he f ollowing is not  a f orest  product ?  

 i. Gum    ii. Plywood   iii. Sealing wax  iv. Ker osene  

 (iv) kerosene 

12.  Which of  t he f ollowing st at ement s is not  correct ?  

 i. For est s pr ot ect  t he soil f r om er osion. 

 ii. Plant s and animals in a f or est  ar e not  dependent  on one anot her .  

 iii. f or est s inf luence t he climat e and wat er  cycle. 

 iv. Soil helps f or est s t o gr ow an r egener at e.  

(ii). Plant s and animals in a f or est  ar e not  dependent  on one anot her .  
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13.  Micro-  organisms act  upon the dead plant s t o produce.  

 i. sand, ii. mushr ooms, iii. Humus, iv. Wood  

 (iii) humus.  

 

 

 

1.  Name some animals which live in deeper areas of  t he f orest  

 Boar s, bisons, j ackals, por cupines, elephant s et c. Live in deeper  ar eas of  t he f or est . 

2.  What  is crown of  a t ree? 

 The br anchy par t  of  a t r ee above t he st em is called cr own of  a t r ee. 

3.  What  is canopy? 

 The br anches of  t all t r ees which look like a r oof  over  t he ot her  plant s in t he f or est  is 

called canopy. 

4.  There is a variat ion in t he t ypes of  t rees and other plant s in dif f erent  f orest s Why is  

   it  so? 

 I t  is due t o t he dif f er ent  climat ic condit ions. 

5.  Would you see similar kinds of  t rees and animals in every f orest ? 

 No, we do not  see similar  kinds of  t r ees and animals in ever y f or est . 

6.  What  are herbivores? 

 The or ganisms which depend on plant s f or  t heir  f ood ar e called her bivor es. 

7.  Give examples of  some herbivores 

 Rat , r abbit , gr asshopper , squir r el and cow et c. 

8.  What  are carnivores? 

 The or ganisms which ar e f lesh eat er s and depend on ot her  animals f or  t heir  f ood ar e 

called car nivor es 

9.  Name some carnivores.  

 Lion, t iger , f r og, snake and eagle et c. 

10.  What  do you mean by f ood chain? 

 The  or ganisms which t ake t heir  f ood f r om plant s get  eat en by ot her  or ganisms and so 

on.  This chain of  eat ing and being eat en is called f ood chain. 

 

 

I .  Very Short  Answer Type Quest ion.   
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12.  What  happens when one f ood chain is dist urbed? 

 I f  any one f ood chain is dist ur bed, it  af f ect s t he ot her  f ood chains because all t he ot her  

f ood chains because all t he f ood chains ar e int er linked. 

13.  What  happens when one component  is removed f rom the f orest s? 

 Ever y component  of  f or est  depends on ot her .  I f  we r emove one component  all ot her  

component  would be af f ect ed.   

14.  What  are decomposers? 

 The micr o-or ganisms which conver t  t he dead plant s and animals t o humus ar e known as 

decomposer s. 

15.  What  is humus? 

 The dar k colour ed or ganic subst ance f or med by t he decaying of  plant s and animals is 

called humus. 

16.  What  is t he importance of  humus t o the soil? 

 Humus  incr eases t he f er t ilit y of  t he soil and maint ains it  f or  a long t ime. 

17.  How can we  recognize the presence of  an animal in the f orest ? 

 By t heir  dr oppings and f oot  pr int s, we can r ecognize t he pr esence of  an animal in t he 

f or est . 

18.  Write the name of  some usef ul  products obt ained f rom f orest s 

 Wax, Gum, Honey, Silk et c. 

19.  How do plant s help in wat er cycle? 

 Tr ees t ake in wat er  f r om t heir  r oot s and r elease wat er  vapour  int o t he air  which helps in 

t he f or mat ion of  clouds and r ainf all. 

20.  How do animals help f orest  t o grow? 

 The animals disper se t he seeds of  cer t ain plant s and help t he f or est  t o gr ow and 

r egener at e. 

21.  Name t he scient ist  working in t he universit y? 

 Pr of . Ahmad. 

22.  Why we should remain quiet ,  while passing t hrough a f orest ? 

 For est  is t he shelt er  of  many kinds of  animals, our  noise can dist ur b t hem. 

23.  What  is t he percent age of  f orest  cover in I ndia? 

 21% 
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24.  What  do you mean by under st oreys in f orest ? 

 The  cr own f or ms hor izont al layer s in t he f or est  which ar e called under  st or eys. 

25.  Do all the f orest s have same t ypes of  t rees? 

 No, t her e dif f er ent  t ypes of  t r ees in dif f er ent  f or est s. 

26.  On which f act or t he variat ion of  t rees depend? 

 Var iat ion of  t r ees in t he f or est  depend on t he climat ic condit ions. 

27.  Name some t rees f ound in t he f orest s 

 Sal, Semal, Teak, Sagon, Sheesham, Palash and Neem, et c. 

28.  How many t ypes of  plant s on the bases of  t heir size and age? 

 Ther e ar e t hr ee t ypes of plant s .  They ar e her bs, shr ubs and t r ees 

29.  What  are decomposers? 

 The micr o-or ganisms which conver t  t he dead plant s and animals int o simples f or m ar e 

called decomposer s. 

30.  How do people depend on f orest s? 

 The f or est s pr oved t hem wit h f ood. Shelt er , wat er  and medicines. 

 

 

 

 

1.  There is a vegetat ion in t he t ypes of  t rees and ot her plant s in  dif f erent  f orest .  Why  

   is it  so?  

 I t  is due t o dif f er ent  climat ic condit ions.  

2.  What  are herbivores?  

 The or ganisms which depend on plant s f or  t heir  f ood ar e called her bivor es  

3.  Give example of  some herbivores?  

 Rat , r abbit , gr asshopper , cow.  

4.  What  are carnivores?  

 The or ganisms which depend on ot her  animals f or  t heir  f ood ar e called car nivor es.  

5.  Name some carnivores.  

 Lion, t iger , f r og, snake, and eagle. 

6.  Write an example of  f ood chain.   

 Gr ass  insect   f r og   snake   eagle.  

I I .  Very Short  Answer Type Quest ion.   
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1.  Paheli while moving in a f orest  observed that  there was no noise pollut ion,  though lot s  

    of  heavy vehicles were passing f rom t he nearby highway.  Explain why.  

 [NCERT Exemplar] 

For est  absor bs t he noise  

2.  Paheli wrot e a f ood chain in the f ollowing way:   

 Frog   eagle   insect s  grass   snake 

 The chain I  not  in the correct  order.  Help her t o write the f ood chain correct ly.   

 Gr ass   insect s  f r og   snake  eagle  

3.  What  is a canopy in a f orest ?  

 Br anches of  t all t r ees look like a r oof  on t he ot her  plant s in t he f or est . This is called a 

canopy.  

4.  “A bunch of  seedlings was seen sprout ing on a heap of  animal dropping in a f orest  How 

do you t hink is t he seeding benef ited f rom the animal dung?  

 The decaying animal dung pr ovides nut r ient s t o t he gr owing seedlings.  

5.  What  is a f orest ?  

 Forest  is a large area covered with variet y of  f lora and inhabit ing various 

organisms.  

6.  Which part /  part s of  a t ree is /  are helpf ul in purif ying air?  

 Leaves ar e helpf ul in pur if ying air .  

7.  What  do you underst and by crown of  a t ree?  

 The br anchy pat  of  a t r ee above t he st em is known as t he cr own. 

8.  Expand SPM.   

 Suspended Par t iculat e Mat t er .  

 

 

 

 

1.  Two f riends shared t heir experiences of  their vacat ion t rip t o t wo dif f erent  f orest s.   

   Do you t hink they would have seen the same t ype of  plant s and animals during t heir  

   respect ive t rips? Give reason.  

I I I .  Very Short  Answer Type Quest ion.   

I .  Short  Answer Type Quest ion.   
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 No, They would not  have seen t he same t ype of  plant s and animals. This is so because 

climat ic condit ions in t he t wo f or est s would var y leading t o var iat ions in t he t ypes of  plant s and 

animals  

2.  Def orest at ion may lead t o f loods.  Why?  

  Lessar  number  of  t r ees will be available due t o def or est at ion.  I n t his condit ion of  

absence of  t r ees t he soil will not  hold wat er  leading t o f loods. 

3.  List  some consequences of  def orestat ion.  

  (a) Loss of  plant s which pr ovide her bs, medicines, f r uit s, et c. 

         (b) Global war ming 

         (c) Dest r uct ion if  ecosyst em 

         (d) Soil er osion 

4.  Explain why t here is a need of  variet y of  animals and plant s in a f orest .  

  A gr eat er  var iet y of  plant s and animals in t he f or est s helps it  t o r egener at e and gr ow.  

Gr eat er  var iet y of  plant s means mor e f ood and habit at  f or  t he her bivor es.  An incr ease in 

her bivor es means mor e f ood f or  car nivor es.  Decomposer s help t o maint ain t he supply of  

nut r ient s t o t he soil and t o t he gr owing plant s.  This wide var iet y makes f or est  a dynamic living 

ent it y. 

5.  How do f orest s help t o maint ain t he wat er t able? 

        Thr ough t r anspir at ion f r om t he leaf  sur f aces of  t r ees in f or est s, t he wat er  vapour  

r eaches t he at mospher e r esult ing in r ainf all which maint ains t he wat er  t able. 

6.  How can f orest s be conserved? 

  (a) By not  allowing over gr azing. 

         (b) Wildlif e should be pr ot ect ed. 

         (c) Af f or est at ion should be under t aken. 

         (d) For est  f ir es should be cont r olled. 

7.  What  is t he ‘economic signif icance’ of  f orest s? 

         For est s pr oduce a number  of  economically impor t ant  pr oduct s like t imber , bamboo, cane, 

oils, r esins, et c .For est  animals pr ovide honey, ivor y, lac, et c. 

8.  How do f allen leaves help the soil in f orest ? 

  Tiny insect s and ant s f eed on t he f allen leaves and conver t  t hem int o dar k-colour ed 

humus which makes t he soil f er t ile. 
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1.  What  are t he main product s which we get  f rom f orest s? 

 We get  plywood, f uel wood, boxes, paper , mat chst icks and f ur nit ur e f r om t he f or est s.  

Gum, Oils , spices, f odder  f or  animals and medicinal plant s ar e also some pr oduct s which we get  

f r om f or est s.   

 

2.  Who would have plant ed t hese f orest  t rees? 

 The t r ees pr oduce enough seeds in nat ur e.  The f or est  f loor  pr ovides f avour able 

condit ions f or  t hem t o ger minat e and develop int o seedlings and saplings.  Some of  t hem gr ow 

up int o t r ees. 

3.  What  is meant  by the underst oreys? 

 The t r ees have cr owns of  dif f er ent  sizes and t ypes .These cr eat e dif f er ent  hor izont al 

layer s in t he f or est .  These ar e known as under st or eys.  Giant  and t all t r ees const it ut e t he t op  

layer  f ollowed by shr ubs and t all gr asses and her bs f or m t he lowest   layer . 

4.  How does t he f orest  f loor look? 

 The f or est  f loor  looks dar k colour ed and is cover ed wit h a layer  of  dead and decaying 

leaves, f r uit s seeds t wigs and small her bs.  The decaying mat t er  is moist  and war m.  I t  f eels 

like a spongy car pet . 

5.  Explain t he cycle of  nut rient s in the f orest s.  

 The humus indicat ed t hat  t he nut r ient s of  t he dead plant s and animals ar e r eleased int o 

t he soil.  Fr om soil t hese nut r ient s ar e again absor bed by r oot s of  t he living plant s.  The dead 

I I .  Short  Answer Type Quest ion.   
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animals become f ood f or  vult ur es, cr ows, j ackals and insect s.  I n t his way, t he nut r ient s ar e 

r ecycled. 

6.  Why are the f orest s called green lungs? 

 The plant s r elease oxygen t hr ough t he pr ocess of  phot osynt hesis.  The plant s help t o 

pr ovide oxygen t o animals f or  r espir at ion.  They also maint ain t he balance of  oxygen and car bon 

dioxide in t he at mospher e.  That  is why f or est s ar e called gr een lungs. 

7.  Explain t he importance of  dense bushes and t all grasses f or animals living in t he  

   f orest s.  

 The dense bushes and t he t all gr asses pr ovide animals wit h t he f ood and shelt er .  They 

also pr ot ect  her bivor es f r om car nivor es t hat  live in t he f or est s. 

 

8.  What  do you mean by t he term def orest at ion? Writ e it s causes also 

 The excessive cut t ing of  f or est s and t r ees is called def or est at ion.  The number  of  t r ees 

t hat  ar e being cut  is usually much mor e t han a f or est  can gr ow nat ur ally.  This r esult s in 

def or est at ion t akes place by clear ing f or est  land f or  cult ivat ion, const r uct ion of  houses, r oads 

and dams. 

9.  How do animals help in growing t he t rees? 

 Decomposer s in t he f or est  conver t  dead or ganic mat t er  of  plant s and animals int o 

nut r ient s which go t o t he soil and ult imat ely nour ish t he plant s.  The animals also disper se t he 

seeds of  cer t ain plant s and help t he f or est  t o gr ow and r egener at e.  The decaying animal dung 

also pr ovides nut r ient s f or  t he seedlings t o gr ow. 
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10.  Explain t he interdependence of  various component s of  f orest s 

 The gr een plant s pr oduce f ood.  All animals, whet her  her bivor es or  car nivor es depend 

dir ect ly or  indir ect ly on plant s f or  f ood.  Or ganisms which f eed on plant s of t en get  eat en by 

ot her  or ganisms and so on.  For  example gr ass is eat en by insect s which in t ur n is eat en by t he 

f r og.  The f r og is consumed by snakes.  This is said t o f or m a f ood chain 

 Gr ass→ I nsect→ Fr og→ Snake→Eagle 

 Ther e ar e var ious f ood chains in t he f or est s.  All f ood chains in t he f or est s.  All f ood 

chains ar e int er  linked.  I f  any one f ood chain is dist ur bed it  af f ect s ot her  f ood chains.  I n t his 

way ever y component  of  f or est  int er dependent  on each ot her . 

11. ”Forest s are a dynamic living ent it y”.  Explain t he st at ement .  

 The wide var iet y of  animals help t he f or est  t o r egener at e and gr ow. Decomposer s 

conver t  dead plant s and animals int o humans and pr ovide nut r ient s.  Mor e over  by har bour ing 

gr eat er  var iet y of  plant s t he f or est  pr ovide gr eat er  oppor t unit ies f or  f ood and habit at  f or  t he 

her bivor es.  Lar ger  number  of  her bivor es means incr eased  availabilit y of  f ood f or  car nivor es.  

Ther ef or e it  is cor r ect  t o say t hat  t he f or est  ar e t he dynamic living ent it y. 

12.  What  are t he main reasons f or disappearance of  f orest s? 

 Ther e ar e f ollowing main r easons f or  disappear ance of  f or est s: 

 i) Const r uct ion of  r oads  

 ii) Const r uct ion of  buildings 

 iii) Development  in indust r ies   

 iv) I ncr easing demand of  wood day by day. 

13.  What  do you mean by soil erosion? How is it  prevent ed? 

 The r emoval of  t op f er t ile layer  of  soil by t he act ion of  wind and wat er  called soil 

er osion.  I t  is pr event ed by: 

 i)By gr owing mor e and mor e plant s      

 ii) By avoiding def or est at ion. 
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1.  Why f orest s are called green lungs?  

 For est s ar e called gr een lungs as t hey maint ain t he balance of  oxygen and car bon 

dioxide. Car bon dioxide given out  by animals dur ing r espir at ion is used by f or est  t r ees in 

phot osynt hesis r esult ing in r elease of  oxygen. Hence, f or est s ar e known as gr een lungs. 

2.  Def orest at ion may lead t o f loods.  Why?  

 Lesser number of  t rees will be available due t o def orest at ion.  I n this condit ion of  

absence of  t rees t he soil will not  hold wat er lading t o f loods.  

3.  What  will be t he consequences of  def orest at ion?  

 i. The amount  of  car bon dioxide in air  will incr ease.  

 ii. Animals will not  get  f ood and shelt er . 

 iii. Wat er  holding capacit y of  soil will decr ease which will r esult  in f loods.  

 iv. Rainf all will be less.  

4.  What  is t he importance of  t hick bushes and greases f or animals living in the f orest ?  

 The dense bushed and t he t all gr ass pr ovides her bivor e animals wit h f ood and shelt er . 

They also pr ot ect  t hem f r om car nivor es t hat  live in t he f or est .  

5.  How f orest s maintain the balance of  oxygen and carbon dioxide?  

 Tr ees and ot her  plant s in a f or est  consume car bon dioxide dur ing t he pr ocess of  

phot osynt hesis and r elease O2 t o maint ain t he balance in amount  of  Co2 and O2 

6.  What  is a f ood chain?  

 I n nat ur e her bs ar e eat en by her bivor e, in t ur n her bivor es ar e eat en by car nivor es. This  

sequence of  eat ing and being eat en, f or ms a chain called f ood chain. Example:  

7.  Nobody plant s t rees in f orest  then how so many t rees are f ound in f orest s?  

 Seeds pr oduced by f or est  t r ee ar e disper sed t o long dist ance by wind and animals. when 

t hey get  suit able condit ion t hey ger minat e and t ur n seedling and t hen saplings.  

8.  Who would have plant ed t hese f orest  t rees?  

 The t r ees pr oduce enough seeds in nat ur e. The f or est  f loor  pr ovides f avour able 

condit ions f or  t hem t o ger minat e and develop int o seedlings and saplings. Some of  t hem gr ow up 

int o t r ees.  

 

I I I .  Short  Answer Type Quest ion- I   
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9.  What  is meant  by the underst oreys?  

 The t r ees have cr owns of  dif f er ent  sized and t ypes. These cr eat e dif f er ent  hor izont al 

layer s in t he f or est , t hese ar e known as under st or eys,  Giant  and t all t r ees const it ut e t he t op 

layer  f ollowed by shr ubs and t all gr asses and her bs f or m t he lowest  layer .  

10. Two f r iends shar ed t heir  exper ience of  t heir  vacat ion t r ip t o t wo dif f er ent  f or est s. Do you 

t hink t hey would have seen t he same t ype of  plant s and animals dur ing t heir  r espect ive t r ips? 

Given r eason.  

 No, t hey would not  have been seen t he same t ype of  plant s and animals. t his is so 

because climat ic condit ions in t he t wo f or est s would var y leading t o var iat ions in t he t ypes of  

plant s and animals.  

11.  “A bunch of  seedlings were seen sprout ing on a heap of  animals dropping in a f orest . ”  

    How do you t hink is t he seedling benef it ed f rom t he animals dung?  

 The decaying animals dung pr ovides nut r ient s t o t he gr owing seedlings.  

12.  Give names of  any f our birds which you expect  t o see in a f orest .   

 J ungle cr ow, myna, dove, kingf isher , koel , blue , j ay or nbill et c. ( any f our )  

13.  Name any f our usef ul product s other than wood,  which we get  f rom f orest s.   

 Gm, oils, spices, f odder  f or  animals, medicinal plant s, et c. (any Four )  

14.  Give any f our f act ors which are responsible f or t he dest ruct ion of  f orest s.   

 a. Const r uct ion of  r oads. 

 b. Const r uct ion of  buildings 

 c. I ndust r ial development   

 d. I ncr easing demand of  wood  

 

 

 

1.  Explain t he term aut ot roph,  het erot rophy and saprot roph.   

 Aut ot rophs  :  Such living or ganisms which ar e capable of  manuf act ur ing t heir  own f ood 

by t he pr ocess of  phot osynt hesis by using CO2, wat er  and light . E.g, gr een plant s.  

 Het rot orphs :  Such or ganisms which ar e not  capable of  manuf act ur ing t heir  own f ood 

and depend f or  t heir  f ood on ot her  or ganisms ar e known as het er ot r ophs.  

 Saprot rophs :  such het r ot r ophs which obt ain t heir  nut r it ion f r om dead decaying or ganic 

mat er ial ar e called apr ot ophs.  

I I I .  Short  Answer Type Quest ion- I I   
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2.  “Forest  is a dynamic living ent it y”.  Just if y t his st at ement .   

 The wide var iet ies of  animals bot h her bivor es and car nivor es help t he f or est  t o 

r egener at e and gr ow. The decomposer s help in maint aining t he supply of  nut r ient s t o t he wide 

var iet y of  gr owing plant s in t he f or est  which pr ovide gr eat er  oppor t unit ies f or  f ood and habit at  

of  her bivor es which ensur e f ood f or  car nivor es. Ther ef or e, t he f or est  is a dynamic living ent it y 

f ull of  lif e and vit alit y.  

3.  I n which way f orest s are helpf ul in cont rolling f lood and soil erosion?  

 Due t o spoilage of  f or est  t r ees, t he r ainwat er   dr ops f all slowly on t he gr ound. The 

f or est  also slows  down t he speed  of  r ainwat er  and allowed it  t o seep. I n absence of  t r ess t he 

r ainwat er  hit s t he gr ound dir ect ly and may f lood t he ar ea ar ound it . Root s of  f or est  t r ees bind 

t he soil t oget her  and t hus pr event s soil er osion also. 

4.  Write the importance of  f orest ?  

 I mpor t ance of  f or est s?  

i. For est s pr ovide us wit h oxygen.  

ii. They maint ain t he balance of  car bon dioxide and oxygen in at mospher e.  

iii. They pr ot ect  t he soil.  

iv. They help in br ining good r ainf all in t he neighbor ing ar eas  

v. They ar e t he sour ce of  medicines, t imber  and ot her  usef ul pr oduct s and also 

pr ovided wood.  

5.  How do f orest s help in cont rolling f loods and maint ain st eady supply of  wat er?  

 The upper most  layer  of  t he f or est  canopy int er cept s t he f low of  r ain dr ops and most  of  

t he wat er  comes down t hr ough t he br aches and st ems of  t he t r ees. Fr om leaves it  dips slowly 

over  br anches of  t he shr ubs and her bs. All t his slows down t he speed of  r aindr ops and also 

slows down t he speed of  r unning wat er . 

 Thus, f or est s act  as a nat ur al absor ber  of  r ainwat er  and allows it  t o seep. I t  helps t o 

maint ain t he wat er  t able t hr oughout  t he year . I n t his way, f or est s help in cont r olling f loods and 

maint ain st eady supply of  wat er .  

6.  Reena is a st udent  of  class X of  a Govt .  School.  she is a member of  “Eco club” of  her  

   school.  What  suggest ions would you like t o give Reena t o improve the environment  in 

   her school?  

 i. Gr owing plant s and t r ees in t he open ar ea in t he school.  

 ii. Ar r angement  f or  wat er  har vest ing.  
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 iii. Repor t ing any kind of  wat er  leakage in t he school.  

7.  All the needs of  animals living in a f orest  are f ulf illed.  Just if y t his statement  in a f ew  

   sent ences.   

 For est  pr ovides home (shelt er ), Food and wat er  t o t he animals living her e. 

8.  People say that  not hing goes wast e in a f orest .  Can you explain.  How?  

 i. Dr y leaves and r emains of  dead animals ar e conver t ed t o a dar k colour ed subst ance 

called humus. This pr ovides nut r ient s t o t he plant s.  

 ii. Dead animals become f ood f or  vult ur es, Cr ows, j ackals and insect s . 

9.  Figure shows a part  of  a f orest .   

 

Wr it e any t hr ee act ivit ies going on in t he f or est  on t he basis of  t his f igur e.  

 i. Oxygen is given out  by plant  leaves.  

 ii. Car bon dioxide is consumed by t he plant s t o pr epar e t heir  f ood by t he pr ocess of  

phot osynt hesis.  

 iii. Decomposer s play an impor t ant  r ole in pr oviding nut r ient s t o plant s 

 

 

 

 

1.  Explain how the f orest  act  a natural absorber of  rain water.   

 The f or est  act s as a nat ur al absor ber  of  r ain wat er  and allows it  t o seep. I t  helps t o 

maint ain t he wat er  t able t hr oughout  t he year . For est s not  only helps in cont r olling f loods but  

also help t o maint ain t he f low of  wat er  in t he st r eams so t hat  we get  a st eady supply of  wat er . 

On t he ot her  hand, if  t r ees ar e not  pr esent  r ain hit s t he gr ound dir ect ly and may f lood t he ar ea 

ar ound it  .heavy r ain may also damage t he soil. Root s of  t r ees nor mally bind t he soil t oget her , 

but  in t heir  absence t he soil is washed away or  er oded.  

I .  Long Answer Type Quest ion- I  
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2.  St at e f our reasons,  Why we must  preserve f orest .   

 We must  pr ot ect  our  f or est  because:  

i. For est s pr ovide us wit h oxygen  

ii. t hey pr ot ect  soil and pr ovide habit at  t o a lar ge number  of  animals.  

iii. For est  help in br inging good r ainf all in neighbor ing ar eas.  

iv. They ar e sour ces of  medicines, t imber  and many ot her  usef ul pr oduct s.  

3.  List  any f ive point s that  would make your visit  more f ruit f ul.   

 i. make sur e t hat  you have per mission t o go int o t he f or est . 

 ii. To make sur e t hat  you can f ind your  way ar ound. Get  a map and go along wit h someone  

who is f amiliar  wit h t he ar ea. 

 iii. Keep a r ecor d of  t he t hings you see and do.  

 iv. Recor d bir d calls and  ot her  animal calls.  

i. Lear n t o r ecognize animal dr oppings and never  dist ur b nay animals.  

4.  “Forest s are our lif eline. ”  Writ e f ive sent ences on t his t ropic.  .   

 i. For est s give oxygen t o keep us alive.  

 ii. For est s absor b car bon dioxide, a gas which in excess in at mospher e cont r ibut e t o 

climat ic changes. 

 iii. f or est s pr ovide us wood, gum, medicinal plant s and many mor e t hings.  

 iv. For est s save t he soil f r om er osion.  

 v. For est s help in maint aining t he gr ound wat er  level.  

5.  Draw a f igure showing t wo animals,  t wo birds and a f ew t rees as a part  of  a f orest .  

 Pict ur e of  any f or est  wit h t wo animals and t wo bir ds.  
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1.  Explain aut ot rophs,   heterot rops and saprot rohs.   

 Aut ot r ophs : The or ganisms which ar e capable t o pr epar e t heir  own f ood by t he pr ocess 

of  phot osynt hesis ar e called aut ot r ophs.  They ar e also called pr oducer s.  For  example gr een 

plant s. 

 Het er ot r ophs : The or ganisms which ar e not  capable t o pr epar e t heir  own f ood by t he 

pr ocess of  phot osynt hesis but  depend dir ect ly on plant s f or  t heir  f ood ar e called het er ot r ophs.  

For  example : f ungus 

2.  Explain t hat  t he f orest  is a dynamic living ent it y,  f ull of  lif e and vit alit y,    

 By har bour ing gr eat er  var iet y of  plant s, t he f or est  pr ovides gr eat er  oppor t unit ies f or  

f ood and habit at  f or  t he her bivor es.  Lar ger  number  of  her bivor es means incr eased availabilit y 

of  f ood f or  a var iet y of  car nivor es.  The wide var iet y of  animals help t he f or est  t o gr ow and 

r egener at e.  Decomposer s help in t he maint aining t he supply of  nut r ient s t o t he gr owing plant s 

in t he f or est .  Ther ef or e t he f or est  is a dynamic living ent it y, f ull of  lif e and vit alit y. 

3.  What  is t he importance of  f orest s? 

 I mportance of  f orest s:  

 i)For est s pr ovide us oxygen  

 ii)They maint ain t he balance of  car bon dioxide and oxygen in at mospher e 

 iii) They help in br inging good r ainf all in t he neighbour ing ar eas, 

 iv) They ar e t he sour ce of  medicinal plant s, t imber  and ot her  usef ul pr oduct s and also 

pr ovide wood. 

4.  Explain how the f orest  act s as a natural absorber of  rain wat er.  

 The f or est  act s as a nat ur al absor ber  of  r ain wat er  and allows it  t o seep.  I t  helps t o 

maint ain t he wat er  t able t hr oughout  t he year . For est s not  only help in cont r olling f loods but  

also help t o maint ain t he f low of  wat er  in t he st r eams so t hat  we get  a st eady supply of  wat er .  

On t he ot her  hand, ig t r ees ar e not  pr esent  r ain hit s t he gr ound dir ect ly and may f lood t he ar ea 

ar ound it .  Heavy r ain may also damage t he soil.  Root s of  t r ees nor mally bind t he soil t oget her , 

but  in t heir  absence t he soil is washed away of  er oded 

I I .  Long Answer Type Quest ion.  
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5.  What  would happen if  f orest s disappear? 

 i) I f  f or est s disappear , t he amount  of  car bon dioxide in air  will incr ease. Result   in t he 

incr ease of  global t emper at ur e and suf f ocat ing at mospher e. 
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 ii) I n t he absence of  t r ees and plant s, t he animals will not  get  good and shelt er  

 

 iii) I n t he absence of  t r ees, t he soil will not  hold wat er  which will cause f loods and 

er osions. 

 

 iv) Def or est at ion will endanger  our  lif e and envir onment  

6.  How do f orest s help in cont rolling f loods and maint ain st eady supply of  wat er? 

The upper most  layer  of  t he f or est  canopy int er cept s t he f low of  r ain dr ops and most  of  t he 

wat er  comes down t hr ough t he br anches and t he st ems of  t he t r ees.  Fr om leaves it  dr ips 

slowly over  br anches of  t he shr ubs and her bs. All t his slows down t he speed of  r aindr ops and 

also slows down  speed of  r unning wat er . 

Thus, f or est s act  as a nat ur al absor ber  of  r ainwat er  and allows it  t o seep.  I t  helps t o maint ain 

t he wat er  t able t hr oughout  t he year .  I n t his way, f or est s help in cont r olling f loods and 

maint ain st eady supply of  wat er . 

7.  I ndicat e t he point s which should be keep in mind t o make f orest  visit  more  

   advant ageous.  

 i) You should have per mission t o go inside t he f or est  

 ii) A r ecor d should be pr epar ed f or  t hings which you do or  obser ve 

 iii) Recor d t he bir d calls 
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 iv)Make sur e t hat  you can f ind your  way in t he f or est  

 v)Lear n t o r ecognise animals dr opping 

 vii)I nt er view f or est  of f icials and t he people of  sur r oundings village.  

 

 

 

1.  Give any f our f act ors which are responsible f or t he dest ruct ion of  f orest s.  

 (a) Const r uct ion of  r oads. 

 (b) Const r uct ion of  buildings. 

 (c) I ndust r ial development . 

 (d) I ncr easing demand of  wood. 

2.  All the needs of  animals living in a f orest  are f ulf illed.   Just if y t his st atement  in a f ew  

   sent ences.  

       For est  pr ovides home (shelt er ) t o t he animals living t her e.  I t  is a nat ur al habit at  t o a 

var iet y of  animal species.  Animals get  f ood and wat er  f r om f or est .  Some animals ar e 

her bivor ous which eat  plant s t o sur vive.  Thr ough t r anspir at ion, f or est  makes it  possible f or  

wat er  vapour  t o r each t he at mospher e in lar ge quant it ies and leads t o r ain.  Thus, pr ovide wat er  

t o t he animals. 

3.  Explain how animals dwelling in the f orest  help it  grow and regenerat e.  

 The animals in f or est s ar e of  var ious t ypes.  These could be her bivor es, car nivor es, 

micr oor ganisms, et c.  These play an impor t ant  r ole in maint aining t he f ood chains.   

 (a)Micr oor ganisms conver t  t he dead plant s and animals t o humus.  This humus helps in 

r et ur ning t he nut r ient s back t o t he soil.  These ar e absor bed by plant s. 

 (b)The animals also help in disper sing t he seeds of  cer t ain plant s. 

 (c)The decaying animal dung pr ovides nut r ient s t o var ious t ypes of  seedlings t o gr ow. 

 All t hese act ivit ies of  animals dwelling in t he f or est  help it  t o gr ow and r egener at e. 

4.  Explain how f orest s prevent  f loods.  

 For est  act s as a nat ur al absor ber  of  wat er .  I t  allows r ain wat er  t o seep t hr ough.  I n t he 

absence of  t r ees, t he r ain wat er  would hit  t he gr ound dir ect ly r esult ing in f lood.  However , 

because of  t he pr esence of  t r ees, r ain wat er  does not  hit  t he gr ound dir ect ly.  I t  r at her  hit s 

t he gr ound slowly.  Hence, bef or e f looding, all t he r ain wat er  seeps t hr ough gr ound.  I n t his 

way, f or est s pr event  f loods. 

I I I .  Long Answer Type Quest ion.  
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5.  What  are decomposers? Name any t wo of  t hem.   What  do t hey do in the f orest ? 

 Decomposer s ar e micr oor ganisms t hat  conver t  t he dead plant s and animals t o humus.  

Bact er ia and f ungi ar e t he t wo t ypes of  decomposer s.  They help in t he pr ocess of  r ecycling of  

nut r ient s by decomposing var ious dead or ganisms such as plant s and animals t o f or m humus. 

6.  Explain why t here is no wat er in a f orest .  

 For est s have or ganisms, called decomposer s, which degr ade t he f or est  or ganic wast e, 

i.e., dead plant  par t s, animal excr et a and animal dead bodies.  The decomposed or ganic mat er ial 

mixes in t he soil and incr eases it s f er t ilit y.  Ther ef or e, f or est s do not  have wast es. 

7.  Why should we worry about  t he condit ions and issues relat ed t o f orest s f ar f rom us? 

 Ther e ar e var ious r easons f or  which we should be vigilant  about  mat t er s r elat ed t o 

f or est s. 

 (a)A decr ease var ious r easons f or  which we should be vigilant  about  mat t er s r elat ed t o 

f or est s. 

 (b)Soil er osion would occur  if  t her e ar e no f or est s. 

 (c)Floods would be mor e f r equent  in absence of  f or est s. 

 (d)For est s pr ovide shelt er  and f ood t o animals.  When f or est s ar e adver sely af f ect ed, 

Ther ef or e, We need t o conser ve our  f or est s. 

 

8.  Explain t he role of  f orest  in maintaining the balance bet ween oxygen and carbon dioxide  

   in the at mosphere.  

 For est s ar e called t he gr een lungs.  This is because plant s in f or est s r elease oxygen 

t hr ough t he pr ocess of  phot osynt hesis and help in pr oviding oxygen t o animals f or  r espir at ion.  

Plant s consume car bon dioxide r eleased by t he animals.  I n t his way, plant s help in maint aining a 

balance of  oxygen and car bon dioxide in at mospher e. 
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1.  “You conserve f orest ,  you conserve soil. ” Do you agree? Just if y.   

 Yes, f or est s f ind soil wit h r oot  and pr event  soil er osion, t hey also maint ain f er t ilit y of  

soil and check f lood.  

 

 

 

1.  Why are plant ed alongside t he roads? 

 Tr ees absor b t he noise of  t he vehicles on r oads and r educe noise pollut ion.  Ther ef or e, 

t r ees ar e plant ed alongside t he r oads. 

2.  Why are f orest s called ‘green lungs’? 

 As f or est s ar e cover ed wit h gr een t r ees and bushes which maint ain t he balance of  

oxygen and car bon dioxide in t he at mospher e, t hey ar e called ‘gr een lungs’ 

3.  Why is energy lost  at  every step of  a f ood chain? 

 Ener gy is lost  at  each link of  t he f ood chain due t o(i) f ood t hat  cannot  be digest ed and is 

passed out  of  t he or ganism and (ii) ener gy t hat  I  used up by t he or ganism f or  car r ying out  it s 

act ivit ies. 

 

 

 

 

1.   a . What  is def orestat ion?  

 b.  How is def orest at ion af f ect  wild animals and human being?  

 a.Def or est at ion: The cut t ing down of  t r ees f or  commer cial pur poses is called 

def or est at ion.  

 b. Def or est at ion af f ect s wild animals and human beings –  

2. I n absence of  plant s, t he animals will not  get  f ood and shelt er . 2. I n absence of  plant s , 

car bon dioxide in air  will incr ease r esult ing in incr ease in ear t h’s t emper at ur e. 3. I n absence of  

plant s, soil will not  hold wat er , which will cause f loods. 4. Def or est at ion will endanger  our  lif e 

and envir onment .  

 

 

I .  High Order Thinking Skills (Hot s) Quest ion.  

I I .  High Order Thinking Skills (Hot s) Quest ion.  

Value Based Quest ion 
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1.  Observe the f ollowing f igure and answer the f ollowing quest ions 

 i) I dent if y t he f igur e 

 ii)Name t he animal f ound in it . 

 

 i)This f igur e shows f or est  as habit at  of  var ious t ypes of  animal 

 ii) Ther e ar e some animals in t his f igur e like ape, monkey and j ackal  

2.  Draw a diagram t o show dif f erent  t ypes of  crowns of  dif f erent  t rees.  

 

3.  Draw a diagram t o show canopy and underst oreys.  

 

 

Skill Based Quest ions 
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4.  Draw a diagram of  a f orest  t o show it s various component s.   Label t he f ollowing : 

 i) Oxygen   ii)Car bon dioxide   iii)Phot osynt hesis  

 iv) Nut r ient s   v) Decomposer s    vi) Soil  

 vii) Wat er  

 

5.  Draw a ray diagram t o show t he balance of  oxygen and carbon dioxide 

 

6.  Draw a diagram of  f orest s in which some animals also walking.  
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7.  Draw a diagram of  f orest  which cont ains f ollowing t ypes of  t rees: 

 i) Neem  ii) Sheesham   iii) Semal  iv) Bamboo 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Solve the crossword puzzle wit h t he clues given below.  

 

Crossword Puzzle 
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Across 

1. Br anches of  all t r ees look like a r oof  on t he ot her  plant s in t he  f or est  

4. One who uses a pr oduct  

7. The veget at ion t hat  gr ows under  t he shade of  t he canopy 

8. Or ganisms t hat  depend on plant s f or  t heir  f ood 

 

Down 

1. The br anchy par t  of  a t r ee above t he st em 

2. The plans which pr oduce t heir  own f ood 

3. Or ganisms t hat  can make t heir  own f ood 

4. The r ot t ing dead mat t er  in t he soil 

5. Micr oor ganisms which conver t  dead and decaying plant s and animals t o humus 

 

Across 

1. Canopy           4. Consumer  

6. Under st or ey  8. Het er ot r ophs 

 

Down 

1. Cr own             2. Pr oducer  

3. Aut ot r oph        5. Humus 

6. Decomposer s 

 


